
THE SHOALHAVEN ORCHID SOCIETY MEETS ON THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH- at 
7.00 PM IN THE BOMADERRY COMMUNITY CENTRE, 19 BIRRILEY STREET, BOMADERRY. 

The Shoalhaven Orchid Society disclaims any liability for losses which may be attributed to the use of any of the material 

mentioned in this newsletter. 

 
 

Website: www.shoalhavenorchidsociety.org.au 
Email: shoalhavenorchidsociety@gmail.com 

PO Box 1022 Nowra NSW 2541 
      

    Shoalhaven Orchid Society Inc. 
 

NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2024 
 

PRESIDENT Louise Gannon  lougannon@bigpond.com Ph 0419 241 177 
 VICE PRESIDENT Martin Montebello orchid-hunter@hotmail.com 
 SECRETARY Francoise Sikora fsfrancoise@gmail.com 
 TREASURER   Kerrie Carter kerriecarter10@gmail.com 
 COMMITTEE John Clancy, John Clarke, Sandra Ellis, Ron Findlater, 

Stafford Lester, Sue Montebello, Val Starling 
 EDITOR  Wayne Lee wglee1964@gmail.com 

 
LIFE MEMBERS Colin Marstin 2007, John Webb 2009,  

Lynne Phelan 2012, Allan Taylor 2014, Brian Phelan 2022. 

 

Next Meeting: Monday 16th December.  

Bomaderry Community Centre. 19 Birriley Street, Bomaderry. 

Room opens at 6.30pm for set up*; benching to be finished by 7.00pm; Novice Corner 7.00-7.15pm; 

Popular Vote 7.15-7.30pm. Meeting commences at 7.30pm. * Many hands make light work. 

 

Novice Corner – Q. & A. (Question and Answer) 
Martin Montebello will again be helping members with any questions they may have about growing 

orchids. If you can’t think of any, try taking a walk around your orchids and you are sure to see 

something you would like an answer to.  
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BENCHING RESULTS                                         Month  November            Year 2024 
Class Orchid Name Name of Grower 

NOVICE 
Oncidiinae Alliance Onc. Unknown 

 
R. Bristow 

Laeliinae Alliance Encyclia cochleata 
 

D. Slye 

Australian native 
hybrid/species 

Den. caudiculatum x D. fulginosa F. Flack 

Species 
 

Onc. edwallii M. de Launey 

Miscellaneous orchid Phal. Unknown R. Bristow 
 

Novice Orchid of the Night Phal. Unknown R. Bristow 
 

INTERMEDIATE 

Species orchid 
 

Coelogyne pangasinanense W. Lee 

Oncidiinae Alliance 
 

Onc. Golden Shower W. Lee 

Intermediate Orchid of the 
Night 

Coelogyne pangasinanense W. Lee 

OPEN 

Paphiopedilum – 
species/hybrid 

Paph. Unknown G. Jonas 

Oncidiinae Alliance Milt. Bert Fields B. Phelan 

Dendrobium – species/hybrid Den. Green Apple 
 

R. Findlater 

Laeliinae Alliance  
 

Catt. Unknown N. Weatherby 

Vandaceous Hybrid 
 

Vanda sanderiana x V. coerrulea G. Jonas 

Species 
 

Vanda garayi R. Korber 

Australian native species Cym. canaliculatum 
 

J. Clancy 

Cymbidium 
 

Cym. Black Stump R. Findlater 

Miscellaneous orchid Masd. Pixie Leopard x Kimball’s Sun 
 

B. Phelan 

Open Orchid of the Night Vanda sanseriana x V. coerrulea 
 

G. Jonas 

Species of the Night 
 

Laelia milleri L. Phelan 

Hybrid of the Night 
 

Onc. Catatante ‘Pacific Sunburst’ G. Jonas 

Assistant/ Benching 
Marshal’s Choice 

Cym. canaliculatum 
 

J. Clancy 

Growing Comp. Catt. (Rlc.) 
Brunswick Gem ‘Coral’ x 
Catt. Dal’s Choice ‘Rudak’ 

5pts. Ron Findlater 3pts. Lynne Phelan, 1pt. Martin de Launey, Ross Hahn, Martin Montebello , Susie 
Montebello, Noelene Weatherby. 

Number of plants benched        71                                           Number of Growing comp. plants 7 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

President’s Report 

Well, here we are in December, so often you hear people say, ‘hasn’t the year gone 

quickly’. It seems the older you get the faster it goes! 

Our December meeting will be our Presentation Night and Christmas Party. A good 

time of year to enjoy each other’s company and congratulate the winners of our 

Annual Benching Competition. At the moment, I am putting some questions together 

for a short Trivia quest. The questions will be a mixture of orchid and general 

knowledge, so come with your thinking caps on!! Towards the end of the evening, we 

have our Giant Raffle which is always a lot of fun – even more fun when you win 

something! It would be very much appreciated if you could please bring along a gift 

for the raffle. A new Growing Competition seedling, a Sarcochilus from Baritta 

Orchids will be gifted to members. 

I was saddened to hear of the passing of member Ken Wynn. Ken was a gentleman 

and always had a smile for everyone. He was a well-respected cymbidium grower 

and together with his wife Sharyon grew their orchids extremely well. On behalf of all 

members, I offer our sincere condolences to Sharyon and family. 

Thankyou members who completed the Questionnaire recently. Committee received 

a total of 19 back. From the feedback it appears members would like to see more 

orchid culture discussion particularly on orchids benched at meetings. That’s just for 

starters as committee will digest the information and make some changes where 

necessary. Members will receive a copy of the Questionnaire results. 

On behalf of members, I send a cheerio to our ex-Treasurer, Tom Gablonski. Tom 

has been recovering from major heart problems but has had a set-back recently after 

suffering a stroke. We send our best wishes and hope to see you out and about 

soon. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our committee who continue to do a 

wonderful job. Thankyou members who help out through the year, photographing, 

editing, placing banners out for shows, selling raffle tickets, placing tables and chairs 

out, assisting at suppers etc. A special thank you to Lynne and Brian Phelan who do 

so much at meetings and behind the scenes. It all helps to make our meetings run 

smoothly. 

I wish all members and their families a Merry Christmas and a safe and Happy New 

Year, especially members who are unwell and cannot make it to meetings. We are 

thinking of you. 

Warm regards, 

Louise 

 
 

 
  



 
 

                                               VALE – KEN WYNN 

It is with great sadness that we remember our Society member and good friend            

Ken Wynn. Ken passed away in hospital after a short stay due to complications with 

his health. As very typical of Ken, he fought to the end not giving up for a minute. 

Ken had an accident as a young man which confined him to his wheelchair, but it 

never held him back and with Sharyon by his side he was up for anything. 

Ken had a great knowledge of orchids especially his beloved cymbidiums, and he 

and Sharyon won many awards. Although they were very well deserved it seemed to 

be at our expense, as we never quite matched his ability. 

Ken was generous both in kind and deed and always willing to help anyone, no 

matter who asked him, his philosophy was always ‘knowledge was there to be 

shared’. Above all Ken was a gentleman in every sense. 

I know I speak on behalf of all members of our Society in wishing Sharyon all the 

best in the time ahead and our thoughts are with you. 

Personally, I shall miss you my friend, and every time I repot an orchid I’ll remember 

you saying ‘make sure the bloody thing is upright’. 

RIP Ken 

John Clarke 

 

 

                              

 
  



 
 

From The Committee 
  
New Members 
We welcome Mark Greaves from kiama to our Society as a Novice Grower. 
We hope that you will enjoy your time with us and learn lots about orchids. 
Membership 2025 
Membership renewal is due by December 31st.You can pay at the December 
Meeting by Eftpos or cash, please see Kerrie our Treasurer on the night. If 
You receive tour Newsletter by post please don’t forget to add your $10 postage levy. 
Alternatively, you can pay directly into our bank account 
BSB 062 585 
A/C 10263191 
Please reference your name so that we know who has paid. 
Members Name Badges 
Artwork has been completed for the badges and we hope to have the correct colour in early 
2025.We will advise when completed. 
Members Auction 
Then committee have elected not to have a Members Auctin in 2025, as there is ample 
opportunity for members to sell their plants at our 3 shows.  

January 2025  
For all new members, please note there is no General Meeting held in January. Our first 
meeting for 2025 will be Monday 17th February 2025 and is our AGM.  

 
 
 
 

 

     



 
 

DECEMBER MEETING 

Annual Prize Presentation 

and 

Christmas Party 

The evening will commence as usual with exhibiting orchids benched by 7pm.          

Novice Corner will start at 7pm till 7.15pm, members voting from 7.15pm to 7.30pm. 

Including voting on the Seedling of the Year, organised by Richard. Meeting will start 

at 7.30pm with Society information for members. 

 Following will be – 

ANNUAL PRIZE PRESENTATIONS  

A SHORT 10 QUESTION TRIVIA QUEST. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY – This year our society will cater for the party. The meal will be 

–  

Hot Chicken, Ham (expertly sliced by Martin), Prawns, Salads – green, potato and 

coleslaw. Bread Roll. 

Desert – Fruit salad and ice cream 

Christmas Cake (kindly made by Mary Ahonen) 

Juice, soft drinks and bottled water available 

Paper plates etc. will be provided, knives and forks from the kitchen (or you may 

wish to bring your own, along with your cup for tea/coffee) 

SARCOCHILUS SEEDLING – Society gift to members for Growing Competition  

GIANT RAFFLE – please bring along a suitable gift for our raffle -                                              

orchids, orchid products, wine, chocolates etc. are always popular 

LUCKY DOOR PRIZES 

BENCHING & GROWING COMP. RESULTS 

LUCKY BADGE DRAW 

PLEASE NOTE: NO SALES TABLE ON THE NIGHT 

   

        Hope to see you all there for a fun night! 

 
 



 
 

ORCHID ROOTS 101 – Part 1 
Lynne Phelan 
 
If you were watching television in the 80s you might remember the Castrol GTX ad with Sol 
saying, “Oils ain’t oils”; making the point that not all oils are the same. Well,epiphytic orchid 
roots ain’t roots.  
 
Structure of epiphytic orchid 

 
Sometimes when you are repotting an orchid the decomposed velamen will pull away and you see 
the stringy core that was the actual root that, when alive, conducted water and nutrients to the 
pseudobulbs and leaves. The velamen covers the whole roots except for the (usually) green 
growing tip.  
 
The velamen: 

 protects the living root from damage and pathogens; 

 absorbs water, nutrients and oxygen; and 

 when dry, acts as a barrier to prevent water loss from the plant. 
 
Function of Orchid Roots 
As with most plants, epiphytic orchid roots serve two main functions: 

 They absorb water and nutrients to support growth. 

 They anchor the plant either by attaching to a host or attach to substrate in a pot. The roots 
of epiphytic orchids secrete a glue-like substance from the actively growing tips that 
attaches them to whatever they are growing on. 

Unlike most other garden plants, they have a third important function which is to take in oxygen 
and expel carbon dioxide. Most terrestrial plants that do much of their respiratory gas exchange 
process (photosynthesis) through their leaves, but epiphytic orchids have evolved to do much of 
that through their roots so they need to be exposed to the air. 

Part 2 and references in next newsletter.   



 
 

 

The Society thanks its generous sponsors.  

We encourage members to support them. 
 
 

 

NOTICES 

Bishops Discount Card.  A new discount card will be issued when you renew your 
membership. Please bring your old card to the meeting to exchange for the new card. 
Secretary Francoise has the new cards. 

Library. Books! Our society has many great books for Speak to Robin who would be 
delighted to help you. 

Attendance Book. Members and guests must sign the attendance book. This is required 
for insurance purposes. Our insurance cover applies to your attendance at any society 
organised event.  If you don't sign, you're not covered. Please sign beside your number 
given by the society. 

COVID RESTRICTIONS Please observe the following: 

1. Sanitise your hands with the hand sanitiser provided when you arrive. 

2. Wearing a mask is optional.  3. If you are unwell, please do not attend. 
  



 
 

 

 
  

2025  Shoalhaven Orchid Society 

What's On at a Glance 
 

 

Committee Meetings 2025 
Tuesday 4th February 10.00am 

 

Society Meetings 2025 
17th Feb -AGM 

17th March-CBA “Staying Safe On Line “ 

21st April- TBA 

19th May-Charity Auction 

Saturday Day Meetings 10am – 1pm 

21stJune – Brian/Martin “How to prepare 

Your plants for a show 

19th July – TBA 

16th August -TBA 

15th Sept – TBA 

20th October- TBA 

17th November- TBA 

15th December – Christmas Party 

 

Society Shows 2025 

SOS Inc. Winter Show Saturday 12th July 

SOS Inc. Spring Show Saturday 30th August 

SOS Inc. October Show Saturday 18th October 

 

 Society Coming Events 
Native Orchid Walk- TBA 

Potting Day- TBA 

 

Other Society Shows  
MUOS  

Winter Show 5th – 6th July 

Spring Show 13th - 14th September 

BBOFS 

Winter Show 29th – 20th July 

Spring Show 6th – 7th September 

Native Show 18th – 19th October 

IDOS 

Winter Show 5th – 6th July 

Spring Show 6th – 7th September 

October Show 11th October 

  

. 

Growing Competition 2025 
Please try to find and bring your growing 

competition plant each month. If you keep them 

grouped together with a distinctive coloured label it 

makes them easy to find. 

February.  Zga. Pine Road x Zygo. Kosciuszko x Zga. Clare 
Fisher ’Amanda’  
‘March. Den. Phena’s Charm ‘Genesis’ x Spec. 
Moonmere 
April. Sarc. Bunyip ‘Dark Horizon ‘x Kulnura Bliss 
‘Orange Ring’ 
May. Zga. Pine Road x Zygo. Kosciuszko x Zga. Clare 
Fisher ’Amanda’  

June. Den. Phena’s Charm ‘Genesis’ x Spec. 
Moonmere 
July. Sarc. Bunyip ‘Dark Horizon ‘x Kulnura Bliss 
‘Orange Ring’ 
August. Zga. Pine Road x Zygo. Kosciuszko x Zga. Clare 
Fisher ’Amanda’  
September. Den. Phena’s Charm ‘Genesis’ x Spec. 
Moonmere 

October. Sarc. Bunyip ‘Dark Horizon ‘x Kulnura Bliss 
‘Orange Ring’ 
November. Zga. Pine Road x Zygo. Kosciuszko x Zga. 
Clare Fisher ’Amanda’   

December. Den. Phena’s Charm ‘Genesis’ x Spec. 
Moonmere 
 

ORCHID EVENTS 2025 
Collectors Plant Fair – 12th-13th April. Hawkesbury 
Race Club Clarendon 
Orchids Out West – 23rd – 25th May. Hawkesbury 
Showground Clarendon 
Mingara Orchid Fair and Show - TBA 
St Ives Orchid Fair – TBA 
Paphiopedilum and Cymbidium Show, Yagoona -
TBA 
 Orchids Central, Club Condell Park 
17th-19th October 
Australian Native Orchid Show Revesby Workers 
Club -TBA 
 

  

 

  

 


