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Shoalhaven Orchid Society Inc.           

THE SHOALHAVEN ORCHID SOCIETY MEETS ON THE THIRD MONDAY OF THE MONTH- at 7.00 PM IN THE BOMADERRY 

COMMUNITY CENTRE, 19 BIRRILEY STREET, BOMADERRY. 
The Shoalhaven Orchid Society disclaims any liability for losses which may be a;ributed to the use of any of the material men<oned in this newsle;er. 

NOVICE CORNER   Commi;ee member, 

John Clancy,  is the co-ordinator and members 

who have a cultural problem or any ques<ons 

about their orchids are invited to speak to 

John during Novice Corner. If it is not within 

John’s area he will refer you to another grower 

who may be able to help. If there is a 

par<cular topic you would like to have covered 

in Novice Corner please feel free to contact 

John on 44439072 or email 

john.clancy50@me.com. 

SOCIETY INFORMATION 

VENUE: BOMADERRY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

19 BIRRILEY STREET, BOMADERRY. 

NEXT MEETING  MONDAY 21 NOVEMBER  

Mee<ng room is open at 6.30pm for seBng up *  

Benching to be finished by 7.00pm  

Novice Corner 7.00—7.15pm  

Popular Vote 7.15—7.30pm  

Mee<ng commences 7.30pm  

* Many hands make for a quick set up/pack up.  

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK  
Hello Members 

Show <me is over but what a fine effort the 

members have made over the three shows 

our society has mounted this year. I have thoroughly 

enjoyed a;ending the shows but I have to confess,  

the editor’s job is very difficult when I have to choose 

what photographs I publish. Our photographer, 

Yvonne, sends me loads of  pictures but I can’t 

possibly fit them all in so, my apologies if your orchid 

isn’t featured.  Lynne 

 

GUEST SPEAKER - David Brooks  on Cym-

bidiums. David is an accredited AOC judge and 

a past-president/current committee member 

of the Cymbidium Orchid Club of Australia. He 

has been involved in growing orchids for many 

years. He has judged at all three of our shows 

this year and is very approachable so you will 

be able to talk to him about your cym. culture. 

NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2022 

APOLOGY Sincere apologies to those mem-

bers who came to the October mee<ng keen 

to see Clive Halls repoBng and dividing sar-

cochilus. Some technical difficul<es with the 

downloading of the YouTube meant that we 

could not run that program. If you would like 

to catch up with it just put ‘repoBng and di-

viding sarcochilus’ in your search engine and 

the Clive Halls video should be top of the list. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT                                                                                                       

What a fantas<c October Show we 

had recently with a total of 131 

plants benched. There were s<ll 

many plants flowering this late in 

the year and of course it is the <me the 

Sarcochilus orchid blooms. This orchid is held 

very dear to many and it was so nice to see all the 

vibrant colours that hybridising has produced. 

Yvonne Young flowered a stunning Sarc. Kulnura 

Dazzel ‘Solid Pink’ x S. Bunyip ‘Forest Fruit’ which 

the judges put forward for an award. Well done 

Yvonne! 

 

Congratula<ons to Sharyon and Ken Wynn on 

winning the Champion Orchid of the Show with 

the magnificently grown and flowered Cym. 

Penny Serenade. Its many cascading spikes were 

beau<fully displayed. Sharyon and Ken are both 

members of the Illawarra O/s and were pleased 

that their orchid received a Cultural Award a 

couple of weeks earlier. 

 

Thank you to all our workers from Judging Night 

through to Show’s end. Your <me and effort is 

greatly appreciated by everyone.   

 

It was very sad to hear of the passing of one of 

our Life Members – Mr Stuart Crowther. Stuart 

was our society president from 1999 to 2003. A 

number of members a;ended his funeral. Our 

sincere condolences to his family. 

 

Our Commi;ee is busy organising a Christmas 

Party and Presenta<on Night on the 9th 

December at the Wollongong Uni. Shoalhaven 

Campus. Come along and enjoy a great evening. 

(More info. in this Newsle;er) 

 

David Brooks will be Guest Speaker at our 

November Mee<ng. David will be talking about 

Cymbidium Orchids.  

Warm regards, 

Louise 

 

 A=endance Book  
  Members and guests must sign the a;endance 

book. This is required for insurance purposes.  

If you don't sign, you're not covered.  

Please sign beside your number given by the 

society.  

Workshop Novices Corner 

Between 7pm and 7.15pm newer growers can 

speak to experienced grower. November:  

President Louise will be dividing and repo�ng a 

cymbidium. It is always instruc�ve to see how 

others do it. 

Any problem orchid for advice on? (Please bring it 

in plas<c bag if you suspect it has a disease or pest 

problem.) Remember, there's no such thing as a 

'dumb orchid ques�on'!  

Current	Life	Members		
Shoalhaven	Orchid	Society	

 

Mr Stuart  Crowther  -  1999 
Mr Alan  Stephenson  -  1999 
Mr Colin  Marstin  -  2007 
Mr John  Webb  - 2009 

Mrs Lynne  Phelan  -  2012 
Mr Allan  Taylor  -  2014 
Mr Brian Phelan - 2022 

Books! Books! Books!  

Our society has many great books 

for you to borrow!!  

Speak to Robin Gunter who would 

be delighted to help you  

WISH LIST 

Looking for  a special plant??  
 

 Email Lynne (front page for address) with .... 

Your Name, Phone number & plant name 

and  I will  add it to our newsle;er. 

See Back Page  for your Wishes... 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
about your Bishop’s discount card 

A new discount card will be issued when you  

renew your membership. Please bring your old 

card to the meeAng to exchange for the new 

card. Treasurer Tom has the new cards. 
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The Society thanks our generous 

Sponsors   

We encourage you to support them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE STOCK AN EXTENSIVE PRODUCT RANGE FOR 

ALL 

YOUR ORCHID NEEDS 

� Campbell’s Orchid Fertilizer � Clear Phalaenopsis 

Pots 

� White and Coloured Labels � Range of Orchid Grow-

ing Media… 

AND MORE! 

Take advantage of your VIP Customer Pricing 

PHONE FOR DELIVERY OR VISIT US AT 21 BELLEVUE ST, 

SOUTH NOWRA 

Ph: 4423 2359 Fax: 4423 7180 

 

SHOALHAVEN 

ZOO 
The society warmly welcomes  

Ian Parker from Nowra, 

Lawrence Watkins  from Russel Vale and 

James Mc Kinley from Berry Mountain. We 

look forward to sharing our hobby with you.  

Reminder 

November is the final month to gain points in 

the annual benching compeAAon. 

The 2023 benching compeAAon starts in  

December. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 
9 December 

Come and join the fun. 

 

Good Food 

 

Great Company 

 

Orchid Trivia Quiz 

 

Lots Of Prizes To Be Won 

 

More info on page 6. 

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

If any member would like the opportunity to  

edit our newsle=er I would be very happy to 

provide training and support. I use Publisher but 

you can use Word or any program you prefer. All 

of the content is provided; you just need to  for-

mat it and send the final copy to the secretary 

and printer for distribuAon. Please talk to me if 

you think you would be able to contribute to the 

society in this way. Lynne Phelan 
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Benching Results - October 2022 

Class Orchid Name Name of Grower 

JUNIOR Orchid     

NOVICE 
Oncidiinae Alliance Onc. Unknown 

  
F. Sheil 

Laeliinae Alliance Enc. Green Hornet ‘Bu;ons’  } 
Ca�. Trick or Treat                   } 

B. Shelvey 
F. Sheil 

Australian na<ve hy-
brid/species 

Sarc. Fitzhart x S. hartmannii 
  

D. Slye 

Miscellaneous orchid Phal. Unknown B. Shelvey 
  

Novice Orchid of the 
Night 

Masd. Lightning Stripes ‘Flash’ D. Slye 

INTERMEDIATE 

Dendrobium 
  

Den. Garden Blossom 

  

J. Clarke 

Australian na<ve spe-

cies/hybrid 

Sarc. (Various on mount) J. Clarke 

Species orchid 
  

Ca�. Intermedia var coerulea 

  

N. Weatherby 

Laeliinae Alliance 
  

Ca�. Lady Veitch 

  

N. Weatherby 

Cymbidium Cym. Sweet Tango ‘Templestowe’ J. Harriman 

  

Miscellaneous orchid 
  

Arpophyllum spicatum J. Clarke 

Intermediate Orchid of 

the Night 
Den. Garden Blossom J. Clarke 

OPEN 

Paphiopedilum 
  

Paph. venustum (Oyster Point x Target) 

  

G. Jonas 

Oncidiinae Alliance 
  

Oda. Eric Young B. Phelan 

Dendrobium 
  

Den. Yukidaruma ‘King’ G. Jonas 

Laeliinae Alliance 
  

Ca�. Wendy’s Valen<ne ‘June’ G. Jonas 

Species 
  

Ca�. jongheana 

  

L. Phelan 

Australian na<ve hy-

brid 

Sarc. hartmannii Y. Young 

Australian na<ve spe-

cies 

Dock. striolata 

  

L. Phelan 

Cymbidium 
  

Cym.  Unknown G. Jonas 

Miscellaneous orchid Masd. Red Flamingo x Masd. Stripendous 

  

D. Hogan 

Open Orchid of the 

Night 

Ca*. jongheana L. Phelan 

Species of the Night 
  

Ca*. jongheana L. Phelan 

Hybrid of the Night 
  

Den. Garden Blossom J. Clarke 

  

Benching Marshal’s 

Choice 
  

Ca*. jongheana L. Phelan 
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JUDGING RESULTS FOR OCTOBER 2022 
CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL 

and Orchid Hybrid of the Night 

Den. Golden Blossom—John Clarke 

Open Orchid of the Night 

Species Orchid of the Night 

Benching Marshal’s Choice 

 

Ca*. jongheana 

Lynne Phelan 

Paph. Unknown   Brian Shelvey 

Noelene Weatherby’s lovely ca=leya 

Brian Phelan’s OdonAoda (now Oncidium). 
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ON THE BENCHES IN OCTOBER 
 

Noelene Weatherby benched a lovely species ca;leya, Ca*. inter-

media var. coerulea. Ca�leya intermedia is a South American 

coastal species whose range extends from Rio de Janeiro south to 

Brazil's border with Uruguay and into that country. C. intermedia 

has many colour forms.  The form ‘coerulea’ refers to the  bluish 

colour on the labellum.  The La<n specific name coerulea (or caer-

ulea) means "sky blue".  Noelene’s plant is very well grown and 

the flowers are nicely displayed. 

 

 
Brian Phelan benched Dendrobium dichaeoides. This wonderful 

li;le miniature species hales from northern Papua New Guinea. It is 

a cool to cold growing, pendulous epiphyte found in mountain for-

ests on moss covered branches at eleva<ons of 1500 to 2500 me-

ters with soU, slender, erect to pendulous stems carrying many, <-

ny, dis<chous*, bluish green leaves at right angles to the stem and 

clusters of fuchsia coloured flowers. Because of the pendulous habit 

it is best grown on a mount but needs high humidity as it should not 

be allowed to dry out. They also grow well in low light condi<ons. 

*dis�chous—leaves that grow in ver<cal rows on opposite sides of a 

stem. 

 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY AND PRESENTATION NIGHT 

In December 2019 we held our Christmas Party and PresentaAon Night at the Wollongong University, 

Shoalhaven Campus, 69 George Evans Rd, Mundamia (West Nowra). For Christmas 2020 – 2021 Covid in-

terrupted. Now, I am pleased to say, we will once again be holding our evening at the same venue on  

Friday 9
th

 December, 2022 starAng at 6pm. 

For members who were not present at our last Christmas gathering there, we were very well looked aNer 

by Heidi who presented the meals so nicely and decorated our room beauAfully with Christmas decora-

Aons. It all made for a wonderful evening with a good Ame had by everyone. 

A 2-course meal will be offered with the main and dessert being alternate choices of – 

MAIN 

 Baked Chicken w/Oregano, Black Olives and Pan-Fried Potatoes OR 

Twice cooked Pork Belly w/ Apple & Walnut stuffing & Roasted Vegetables. 

DESSERT 

 Chocolate Fudge Pudding w/Ice-cream OR 

Key Lime Meringue Pie w/Citrus Salad & Cream 

 

The evening will be BYO, so you can bring along your choice of what you would like to drink. Please noAfy 

Francoise if you have any dietary requirements. 

The cost for the evening is $45 with our Society subsidising this amount with a final cost of $30 per mem-

ber. Non-members are welcome but will be charged $45. Payment can be made at our November General 

MeeAng (cash or EFTPOS), by cheque or through the Society’s Bank Account : BSB - 062-585 Account No. - 

10263191   Please RSVP to Francoise by Friday 2
nd

 December 

Hope you can make it along to enjoy a great evening. Louise 
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OCTOBER SHOW SUPPLEMENT 

 

Report on our October 2022 Show by the Show Marshal. 
                         

Firstly, what a lovely display of orchids by our members who benched 131  plants. The NSW judges noted our shows at 

Shoalhaven Orchid Society are as good as most of the Sydney orchid socie<es.  

I want to congratulate our members for bringing in their orchids; without you we wouldn’t have a show. Congratula-

<ons to the winners and grinners. 

368 visitors and members came through the door.  As for the sales tables which was full of saleable plants, people were 

wai<ng at 8.30am for the door to open at 9am. Everything was sold by 10 am but luckily a couple of our members who 

live close by did several more trips to bring in orchids to restock the table. These were sold as quickly as they were put 

on the sales table.  

A great big thank to our workers and Commi;ee for the set up, clearing up, and, last of  all, a  great big thank you to 

Louise for all she does behind the scenes along with Lynne, but most of all for Louise  who keeps the workers fed. 

Now on another note from our commi;ee: anyone bringing in orchids to the carpark or the hall for orders  or sales, 

these plants must go over to the Sales Team taking  the money. The society’s commission is only 10% per orchid sold 

and these shows and sales are what keeps us running to pay our bills during the year, as well as to give things back to 

our members. 

Once again thank you to everyone who has helped to put on all our shows and mee<ngs during this year. 

Don Hogan. 

SHOW RAFFLE AND LUCKY DOOR PRIZE WINNERS 

1
st
 Prize -  Lisa from Cambewarra (daughter of past member, Don Raffell); 2nd

 Prize – Member Fran 

Sheil’s sister, Clemy Hurst; 3rd
 Prize - John from North Nowra; Lucky Door Prize – Tish from Nowra 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Sharyon and Ken 

Wynn with Champion 

Orchid of the Show and 

Champion Other than 

Sarc. or Eugenanthe. 

2. Francoise Sikora 

with Champion Eugenan-

the and Champion Inter-

mediate Orchid Den. 

Sagamusmi. 

3. Di Slye with Cham-

pion Novice Orchid 

4. Brian Phelan with 

Champion Species Other 

Than Sarcanthinae. 

1 

2 

3 

4 
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OCTOBER	ORCHID	SHOW	RESULTS	

2022	
  		

CHAMPION	ORCHID	OF	THE	SHOW	

Cym. Penny Serenade     K. & S. Wynn 
 

CHAMPION	SARCANTHINAE	

Sarc. Kulnura Dazzel ‘Solid Pink’ x S. Bunyip ‘Forest Fruit’ 

        Y. Young 
 

CHAMPION	EUGENANTHE	

Den. Sagamusmi     F. Sikora 
 

CHAMPION	SPECIES	ORCHID	OTHER	THAN	SARCANTHINAE 

Leptotes bicolor     B. Phelan 
 

CHAMPION	HYBRID	OTHER	THAN	SARCANTHINAE	or	

EUGENANTHE	

Cym. Penny Serenade     K. & S. Wynn 
 

CHAMPION	INTERMEDIATE	ORCHID	

Den. Sagamusmi     F. Sikora 
 

CHAMPION	NOVICE	ORCHID	

Masd. Lightning Stripes ‘Flash’   D. Slye  

   

OPEN	SECTION	
		

SARCOCHILUS	SPECIES	

1st Sarc. hartmanii Blue Knob ‘Red Spot’ 

  x S. hartmanii Blue Knob ‘Em No.2’      L. Gannon 

  	

OTHER	SARCANTHINAE	SPECIES	 	 	 No entries 

	

NATIVE	DOCKRILLIA	SPECIES	

1st Dock.. schoeninum     J. Clancy 

2nd Dock.. schoeninum    J. Clancy 

	

AUSTRALIAN	NATIVE	SPECIES	OTHER	THAN	TERRESTRIAL	

1st Cym. suave      J. Clancy 

2nd Phaius tankervilleae    D. Hogan 

	

SARCANTHINAE	HYBRID	–	predominantly	white	

1st Sarc. Elegance x S. Bunyip    L. Phelan 

2nd Sarc. Kulnura High ‘Hippy’ x S. Parma ‘Lemon Scent’ 

       K. & S. Wynn 

	

SARCANTHINAE	HYBRID	–	predominantly	yellow/peach	

1st Sarc. Fizzy Dove x (S. Snowheart x S. Heidi) J. Webb 

2nd Sarc. Amber     L. Gannon 

	

SARCANTHINAE	HYBRID	–	predominantly	red/pink	

1st  Sarc. Kulnura Dazzel ‘Solid Pink’ x S. Bunyip   Y. Young 

2nd Sarc. Kulnura Kaliedescope ‘Frangipani’ x  

S. Roberta ‘Good Yellow’     Y. Young 

	

SARCANTHINAE	HYBRID	–	any	other	colour	

1st Sarc. Galaxy ‘Cute’ x S. Amber ‘Golden Brass’ J. Webb

   

2nd Sarc. Galaxy ‘Cute’ x S. Amber ‘Golden Brass’ J. Webb 

 	

INTERGENERIC	SARCANTHINAE	HYBRID	

No Entries	

	

NATIVE	HYBRID	OTHER	THAN	SARCANTHINAE	

No Entries	

	

	AUSTRALIAN	MISCELLANEOUS	HYBRID		 				

No entries 

 

SPECIES	OTHER	THAN	NATIVE	

1st  Leptotes bicolor     B. Phelan 

2nd Aerangis modesta     B. Phelan 

	

EUGENANTHE	(SOFTCANE)	HYBRID	–	WHITE/YELLOW	

1st  Den. Yukidaruma     G. Jonas                                    

2nd Den. Sailor Boy ‘Pinkie’    D. Hogan 

	

EUGENANTHE	(SOFTCANE)	HYBRID	–	RED/PINK	

1st  Den. Hamana Lake    R. Findlater                

2nd  Den. Pink Lady     R. Findlater 

	

ONCIDIINAE	ALLIANCE	HYBRID	

1st  Miltoniopsis Red Knight    B. Phelan 

2nd  Onc. (Joe’s Drum x Annette) x Onc. Carnette B. Phelan 

	

LAELIINAE	ALLIANCE	HYBRID 

1st  Rth. Tzeng-wen Free Orchis   R. Findlater 

2nd  L. purpurata ‘Ruby’ x Lc. Mari’s Song ‘CTM 217’       

       L. Gannon 

	

VANDACEOUS	ALLIANCE	HYBRID	

1st Phal. Lian Happy Song x P. Mammon  J. Clancy 

	

ANY	OTHER	HYBRID	not	elsewhere	specified	 

1st Paph. Fumis Delight    W. Simmons 

2nd Paph. Fumis Delight    W. Simmons 

	

CYMBIDIUM 

1st Cym. Penny Serenade    K. & S. Wynn 

2nd. Cym. Kiwi Devonport    R. Findlater  

 

INTERMEDIATE	SECTION 

	

SARCANTHINAE	SPECIES    No entries 

	

SARCANTHINAE	HYBRID 

1st Sarc. Burgundy on Ice    R. Hahn 

2nd Sarc. DNT Voodoo x S. Karla Beetroot  R. Hahn 

	

EUGENANTHE	(SOFTCANE)	HYBRID	

1st Den. Sagamusmi     F. Sikora 

2nd Den. Golden Blossom     J. Clarke 

	

SPECIES	OTHER	THAN	SARCANTHINAE 

1st Catt. intermedia var coerulea              N. Weatherby 

2nd Dendrochilum filiforme               F. Sikora 

	

ANY	OTHER	HYBRID 

1st Phal. Unknown                 Ross Hahn 

2nd Catt. Lady Veitch                  N. Weatherby 

	

ONCIDIINAE	ALLIANCE	HYBRID	

1st Brassada Orange Delight ‘Wild Sunrise’  J. Clarke  

	

CYMBIDIUM 

1st Cym. Street Tango ‘Ooh Aah’   F. Sikora 

2nd Cym. Bonny Brook ‘Devils Pearls’   F. Sikora 

 

 

NOVICE	SECTION	

	
SARCANTHINAE	SPECIES	 No entries 

	

	SARCANTHINAE	HYBRID 

1st Sarc. Choe Dart x S. Red Snow   D. Slye 

2nd Den. Fitzhart ‘Best Red Centre’ x S. hartmanii  D. Slye 

3rd  Den. Nicky’s Twin x S. Joy ‘Beetroot Falls’  D. Slye 

	

EUGENANTHE	HYBRID	

1st  Den. Renown      F. Sheil  
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SPECIES	OTHER	THAN	SARCANTHINAE 

1st  Maxillaria cucullato    D. Slye 

2nd Maxillaria varibilis ‘Red’    D. Slye 

	

ANY	OTHER	HYBRID 

1st Masd. Lightning Stripe ‘Flash’   D. Slye 

2nd Phal. Unknown      

 B. Shelvey 

3rd. Encyclia Green Hornet ‘Buttons’   B. Shelvey 

	

ONCIDIINAE	ALLIANCE	HYBRID		

1st Oda. Unknown     F. Sheil	

	

CYMBIDIUM		 No entries 

	

JUNIOR	CLASS any	flowering	orchid 
No Entries 
 

FERNS	AND	FOLIAGE	Open	to	all	members 

	

FERN	

1st  Mother Shield Fern    D. Hogan 

2nd	Maidenhair Fern     K. & S. Wynn		

	

FOLIAGE	PLANT	NOT	IN	FLOWER	

1st Begonia      D. Hogan 

2nd Alocasia Frydek     K. & S. Wynn 

	

OPEN	TO	ALL	MEMBERS	
	

BEST	SPECIMEN	ORCHID	

1st  Cym. Penny Serenade    K. & S. Wynn 

	

 BEST	SEEDLING	ORCHID 

1st Sarc. Peace ‘On Earth’ x S. Kulnura Gifted ‘Fireworks’                                                      

                                                                                       K. & S. Wynn 

	

 

Yvonne Young and the Champion  

Sarcochilus 

Sales table 

before the  

doors open 

Doors open and the sales table is swamped! 

All  photos in this 

newsle;er were taken 

by Yvonne Young or 

Richard Korber. 

Visitors admire the soUcanes 

Workers’R’Us 
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Society Meetings 2022 

21st November Guest speaker David Brooks  on 

Cymbidiums 

19th December TBA 
 

  

Growing Competition 2022 

Please try to find and bring your growing compe-

tition plant each month. If you group them with 

a distinctive coloured label they are easy to find.  
  

November.  Rlc. Dal’s Ambi<on ‘Tara’ x C. Aloha 

Case ‘Ching Hua’   

 December.    Laelia anceps ‘Wallbrunn’ x L. an-

ceps ‘Rosminah’ 

 

MEMBERSHIP FEES  
Membership fees for 2023 are: 

Singles - $20  

Family (same address) - $30  

Postage levy $10 for members receiving the 

newsle;er by paid post (Life members except-

ed). 

Membership fees are due by 31st December.  

Fees can be paid at the mee<ng, by post with a 

cheque or money order or directly deposited in-

to the Society’s bank account:  

BSB - 062-585  

Account No. - 10263191  

Please reference your name so we know who 

has paid.  

If you have changed your address, phone or 

email please advise the secretary so that your 

details can be updated. 

  

2022 Shoalhaven Orchid Society 

COVID RESTRICTIONS  

Please observe the following:  

1. SaniAse your hands with the hand saniAs-

er provided when you arrive.  

2. Wearing a mask is opAonal. 

3. If you are unwell, please do not a=end.  

VALE - STUART CROWTHER 
Sadly, our Life Member, Stuart, 

passed away on 19th  October. 

Stuart joined the society in 1978 

and was always a very hands-on 

member who worked <relessly 

for the society. 

 

Stuart was granted Life Membership in 1999 in 

recogni<on of his many years of service to the socie-

ty. He served as president from 1999 –2003 and was 

the newsle;er editor from 1992-2004. Following his 

term as president, Stuart took on the treasurer’s 

mantle and helped boost the club finances by apply-

ing for, and managing, Bunnings barbeques. His 

monthly column, Around the Shadehouse, contained 

a wealth of informa<on and advice for society mem-

bers and was especially helpful for newer growers. 

 

Among other roles, Stuart was a great supporter of 

the society’s involvement with the Berry Gardens 

Fes<val and, in the 1980s, was part of a group that 

convinced the local Council to sponsor an orchid 

house in Harry Sawkins Park. This was just one of 

the projects he was involved in to raise the profile of 

the society and orchid growing as a hobby in our 

community. 

 

His career as an educator transferred easily into his 

hobby as evidenced by his frequent knowledgeable 

talks at society mee<ngs on a variety of genera and 

his mentoring of novice members. His generosity 

and leadership of the PoBng Club enabled members 

to expand their collec<ons and improve their orchid 

culture. 

 

Stuart was always ready to help other members and 

this was especially evident as he would spend a day 

each week at Falls Creek helping the Nigh<ngales 

with their commercial cut spike orchid business. 

 

Stuart’s associa<on with the Nowra Golf Club al-

lowed us access to that wonderful venue for many 

memorable dinners and presenta<on nights. His fa-

miliarity with the surrounding bushland through his 

Landcare work (and perhaps searching for lost golf 

balls) enabled him to conduct some great orchid 

spoBng walks in the spring. 

 

Though he has not been an ac<ve member in recent 

years his earlier dedica<on to building a strong or-

chid community is a las<ng legacy.  

Lynne Phelan 


